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and served as a school administrator to thou-
sands in this bustling community, and their ad-
miration showed in the huge turnout and many
gifts that were presented in her honor during
a retirement ceremony this past November.

At the ceremony honored guests, col-
leagues, and friends spoke about the many
special memories they had of her. Appro-
priately, Meeks was presented with a portrait
of Anne of Green Gables, whom a Canadian
educator made famous in a series of novels.
She was also presented with a U.S. flag flown
at the Capitol and a letter of congratulations
from U.S. Congressman JACK KINGSTON (R-
GA). Among other items that she received
were: A scrapbook with newspaper clippings,
a State flag and a proclamation from the
Georgia Legislature, and a special gift from
the teachers and staff of Richmond Hill Pri-
mary School. Media specialist Bob Fennel pre-
sented Meeks with a plaque rededicating the
library at the school in her name. Also a schol-
arship was announced by the Bryan Bank and
Trust in her name that will benefit aspiring
teachers.

A 1953 graduate of the University of Geor-
gia with a degree in home economics, she
began her teaching career in Richmond Hill as
a home economics instructor in 1954. She
was certified in elementary education at Geor-
gia Southern College in 1956. By 1975, and
several teaching positions later, Meeks re-
ceived her masters in elementary education
from nearby Armstrong State College in Sa-
vannah.

Throughout her life, Meeks has taught at dif-
ferent grade levels at several schools. It was
not until 1976 that she shifted gears and
began serving at the administration level.
Since that time, she served as assistant prin-
cipal for 5 years and principal for 14. All of
those who have worked with Meeks share an
equal admiration for her innovative approach
to working with children. She was always open
to new ideas and had an open door policy
with her colleagues.

Among the groups that Meeks is, or was, a
part of are: PAGE [Professional Association of
Georgia Educators], Delta Kappa Gamma So-
ciety International, Epsilon Sigma Alpha Inter-
national, PTSO, SACS Initial Accreditation
Team and the Georgia Association of Elemen-
tary Schools. She has served as a Sunday
school teacher, organized the Richmond Hill
Garden Club, organized the annual Richmond
Hill Fourth of July celebration and organized
the Richmond Hill unit of the American Heart
Association.

It is difficult to sum up the impact that
Meeks has had on this growing southeast
Georgia community, but not too many people
can claim such a gala event at their retirement
ceremony. The many items presented to
Meeks reflect the deep rooted feelings of
those whom she has touched throughout her
life. She will most definitely be missed in the
education field of Georgia. She will now be
able to spend some quality time with her
grandchildren and enjoy the good life. Assum-
ing the role as principal of the Richmond Hill
Primary School will be Dahlia Davis. She will
no doubt have some tough shoes to fill.
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
on Martin Luther King Day I was very pleased
to be able to attend a breakfast organized by
the Black Professional Association of New
Bedford, MA.

The event was attended by hundreds of
people, and was an impressive tribute to Dr.
King. The main speaker at the breakfast was,
very appropriately, Leon Dash, now an award
winning reporter for the Washington Post, and
a native of New Bedford

Mr. Dash’s speech was an extraordinarily
thoughtful and informative discussion of the
problems of teenage pregnancy. It reflected
the painstaking and creative investigative work
he has done on this subject, and indeed Mr.
Dash’s work represents one of the major con-
tributions that anyone has made to our under-
standing of this important problem.

The quality of the speech Mr. Dash gave is
an indication of the high quality of the work he
has done as a journalist and sociologist over
the past several decades. After graduating
from Howard University in 1968, he worked as
a reporter at the Washington Post, and then
joined the Peace Corps serving as a volunteer
teaching in a rural high school in Kenya from
1969 to 1970. In 1971 he returned to the Post,
serving from 1979 to 1984 as West Africa’s
bureau chief. At that point he joined the news-
paper’s investigative desk where he continues
to work and where he does enormously impor-
tant journalism.

His book on teenage pregnancy, ‘‘When
Children Want Children: The Urban Crisis in
Teenage Childbearing’’ was published in 1989,
and he has also coauthored ‘‘The Shame of
the Prisons’’ which was published in 1972.
Last year, along with Washington Post photog-
rapher Lucian Perkins, Mr. Dash won the Pul-
itzer Prize for Explanatory Journalism. He also
in that year won first prize for print journalism
from the Robert F. Kennedy Book and Jour-
nalism awards. And in 1990 his book received
a PEN/Martha Albrand special citation for
nonfiction work. He has also won the Wash-
ington Independent Writers President’s Award
for excellence in urban affairs reporting, first
prize—Public Service from the Washington-
Baltimore Newspaper Guild, the international
reporting awards of Africare and the Capitol
Press Club, and the George Polk Award of the
Overseas Press Club. Mr. Dash has won a
number of other awards as well, and they re-
flect the extremely high quality of his work,
and his dedication to helping provide our soci-
ety with the information we need if we are to
deal seriously with the problems that confront
us.

Racism is the unhappiest legacy of our Na-
tion’s history. We have struggled hard with this
terrible legacy over the past decades, and we
have made significant progress in lessening its
terrible affects. But much remains to be done,
and our ability to continue this work in the
spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, is enormously
enhanced by the kind of serious, thoughtful
and intellectually honest work that Leon Dash
does. There is no greater service that some-
one can perform than to give to a democracy

the information it needs if it is to deal honestly
with its gravest problems. Leon Dash does
this with excellence and commitment.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM LIGHTFOOT
OF IOWA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 24, 1996
Mr. LIGHTFOOT. Mr. Speaker, I would like

the RECORD to show that I was unavoidable
detained for rollcall votes 13, 14, and 15. Had
I been present I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on
H.R. 2657, S. 1341, and H.R. 2726. Thank
you.
f
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Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the outstanding achievement of my
constituent, Rudy Galindo who—as of Satur-
day, January 20, in his native city of San
Jose, California—became the reigning U.S.
figure skating champion.

While that accomplishment alone is worthy
of accolades and admiration, it is even more
praiseworthy when one considers the personal
tragedy and professional obstacles Rudy had
to overcome to capture the gold medal at this
year’s national championship.

Rudy first rose to national prominence in the
skating world when he and Olympic gold med-
alist Kristi Yamaguchi combined their talents
to win the 1989 and 1990 pairs competition.

Following their success, both skaters em-
barked on solo careers. But Rudy had much
more to contend with than the adversaries he
would face on the ice.

Personal tragedy struck the Galindo family
in 1993 when his father suffered a fatal heart
attack and his brother died from symptoms re-
lated to AIDS that same year. Rudy had al-
ready lost his coach, Jim Hulick, to cancer in
1989. If that were not enough, another of
Rudy’s coaches, Rick Inglesi, died of AIDS in
1995.

Despite his personal loss and professional
setbacks, Rudy persevered, even though the
odds were often not in his favor.

To win the national championship, he had to
best a field of nationally recognized skaters,
including two former national champions.

Unlike many of his competitors, Rudy could
not afford some of the advantages available to
other skaters who had secured the financial
backing of sponsors and skating organizations
to subsidize their training costs.

Rudy paid for his own choreographer, his
own costumes, and his own music, and got
his sister, Laura Galindo, to serve as his
coach. To cover the costs of his career, Rudy
taught skating to children in his spare time. He
lived with his mother and rode his bike to
work.

In spite of the obstacles he encountered,
San Jose’s Rudy Galindo—bolstered by the
highly charged cheers of a hometown audi-
ence—skated into the history books last Satur-
day night, becoming the first Mexican-Amer-
ican to win the national championship.
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With the athleticism of a Michael Jordan and

the grace of a Mikhail Baryshnikov, Rudy skat-
ed his way to the national crown, completing
eight triple jumps while gliding to the music of
Swan Lake. His artistic and physical talents
earned him the only two perfect scores hand-
ed out by the judges at the competition.

Rudy disappointed only his competitors and
the odds-makers who had labeled him a long
shot.

But Rudy beat the odds, and in doing so he
has joined the ranks of other great skaters
from the Bay Area, most notably Peggy Flem-
ing, Kristi Yamaguchi, Brian Boitano, and Debi
Thomas.

On and off the ice, Rudy Galindo has dem-
onstrated the courage and perseverance of a
national champion.
f
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory and exceptional life of Mr.
Fay Patterson, a dear friend, active member in
the community, and veteran of three wars,
who passed away January 8, 1996, at the age
of 80.

Mr. Patterson was born in South Carolina
on June 15, 1915. He served this Nation in
the Army during World War II in both France
and Germany. He was also a veteran of the
Korean war and the Vietnam war. He was
awarded the Bronze Star.

From 1944 to 1953, living in Savannah, GA,
Mr. Patterson continued to serve the American
people as a police officer. In 1959, he began
37 years of active residency in Seaside where
he served as provost marshall at Forth Ord
until he retired. He then worked as an airport
police officer for the Monterey Peninsula Air-
port District until 1977.

He was interested in not only providing for
the welfare of the Nation through his service
in the Army, but also as an active member of
the community. During the Christmas season,
Mr. Patterson was especially generous in giv-
ing his time to help the needy and promote
activities for the young.

Mr. Patterson was an active member of the
NAACP, having served as chairman of the
registration committee and as a board mem-
ber of the local NAACP chapter. His participa-
tion in the American Legion, Kiwanis, Friend-
ship Baptist Church, the Monterey County
Sheriff’s Department Advisory Committee and
the Monterey County Board of Parol was
strongly felt and will be sorely missed in his
absence.

While serving as an assemblyman in the
California State Legislature, I was privileged to
present a resolution honoring Mr. Patterson for
his dedicated service to the community. In
conjunction with the resolution, the Monterey
County Board of Supervisors presented a res-
olution for faithful service and a certificate for
outstanding volunteer service. The city of Sea-
side also honored him with a proclamation for
outstanding service. In 1985, the board of su-
pervisors recognized his efforts to register
thousands of voters.

As you can see, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Patterson
spent his entire life serving this country and

helping his community. He was known to
many and was a dear and close personal
friend of mine. He was like a second father to
me.

Please join me as I express my regret at the
loss of Fay Patterson, and my profoundest
condolences to his two sons, Ray and Fay,
Jr., and his two grandsons, of whom he was
extremely proud.
f
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Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to sa-
lute a distinguished group of young men from
Rhode Island who have attained the rank of
Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America.
The young men recognized for their note-
worthy achievement include: Dennis L. Arnold,
Steven Bailey, John James Joseph Banks, J.
Nicholas Betley, Roger Alan Bonin, Brian T.
Breguet, Benjamin T. Brillat, Jeremy S. Brown,
James Adrian Butler, Benjamin Caito, Frank
Caliri, Christopher J. Cardillo, Christopher J.
Cawley, Joseph A. Chappelle, Kenneth C.
Collins, Edward A. Darragh, Frank A. Denette
IV, Christopher Joseph DiMase, Daniel J.
Dorson, Erik Fields, Todd Michael Fisher, Vin-
cent A. Fusaro, Michael Alfred Henry, Michael
J. Hogan, Scott E. Hopkins, Vincenzo R.
Iacobucci, Douglas Everett Jameson, Peter Eli
Jetty, Michael R. Kachanis, Kevin A.
Kazlauskas, Kurt J. Kazlauskas, Patrick Keen-
an, Brian Lafaille, David W. Lowell, Chris-
topher Mark Lundsten, Frederick William
Lumb, Luke A. Magnus, Anthony Mangiarelli,
Nicholas Marsella, Andrew Paul McGuirl, Ste-
ven Barry Mendall Jr., Nathan E. Moreau, Eric
Oldford, Keith E. Piehler, John H. Potvin, An-
drew Qualls, Kent D. Rutter, Kevin
Schwendiman, Mark N. Schwendiman, Craig
E. Scorpio, Colin M. Segovis, Guy Scott
Shaffer, Kevin A. Silva, Jeremy P. Skaling,
James M.R. Sloan, Stanley Sosnowski, Jason
E. Soules, Russell Wallis, Jonathan
Watterson, Aaron Michael Wilbur, Robert Allen
Wilcox, Mark S. Wong, and Rory W. Wood.

Not every young American who joins the
Boy Scouts earns the prestigious Eagle Scout
Award. In fact, only 2.5 percent of all Boy
Scouts receive this honor. To earn the award,
a Boy Scout must fulfill requirements in the
areas of leadership, service, and outdoor
skills. He must earn 21 merit badges, 11 of
which must be from areas such as citizenship
in the community, citizenship in the Nation,
citizenship in the world, safety, environmental
science, and first aid.

As he progresses through the Boy Scout
ranks, a Scout must participate in increasingly
more responsible service projects. He must
also demonstrate leadership skills by holding
one or more specific youth leadership posi-
tions in his patrol and/or troop. The young
men now earning the rank of Eagle Scout
have distinguished themselves in accordance
with these criteria.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues
to join me in saluting thee Eagle Scouts. In
turn, we must duly recognize the Boy Scouts
of America for establishing the Eagle Scout
Award and the strenuous criteria its aspirants

must meet. Through its 85 years, this program
has honed and enhanced the leadership skills
and commitment to public service of many
outstanding Americans.

It is my sincere belief that these young men
will continue their public service, and, in so
doing, will further distinguish themselves and
better their communities.
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Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
regret and great sadness that I announce the
death of Mrs. Isabel Greenwald on January
23, 1996. I join the members of the Greenwald
family, Isabel’s many friends, and the greater
south Florida community in mourning her loss.
The passing of this dedicated individual brings
to a close a life committed to serving others.
I rise in order to share with my colleagues
some information regarding this distinguished
individual.

Isabel was born in New York at the turn of
the century. As an early signal of her commit-
ment and drive to the community, she became
one of the first female members of the New
York State Bar Association. As an attorney in
New York, she focused on protecting the
rights of the family and preserving social jus-
tice.

Mr. Speaker, upon moving to south Florida,
Isabel immediately undertook a leadership role
in her new community. In response to her
neighborhood’s need, she became president
of the Sunrise Lakes Phase III Condominium
Association. For 21 years, her immense dedi-
cation and hard work paid off and she was
able to successfully lead one of largest con-
dominium associations in Fort Lauderdale
through the rapidly changing south Florida en-
vironment. She became the person everyone
went to when they were seeking advice on a
troubling issue.

Upon her retirement as an attorney, Isabel
undertook one of her greatest challenges by
focusing her insatiable amounts of energy to
helping out the neediest in her community.
She began an organization of retired attorneys
that provided pro bono legal services to the
community and she lobbied Congress to pass
legislation that would provide affordable hous-
ing for the elderly. This untiring effort just re-
cently came to fruition as the Housing for
Older Persons Act of 1995 was recently en-
acted into law. In all of these endeavors, she
approached her goals with the highest level of
commitment and dedication.

During her lifetime, Isabel Greenwald
earned the respect and admiration of her col-
leagues and others throughout the community.
She was a social activist whose stature rests
upon a lifetime of commitment to service, so-
cial justice, equality, and opportunity for all
people. Those of us who knew her loved her
deeply. She was a woman of intellect and dig-
nity, a guiding light of the community, and she
was very special to all who knew her. She will
be impossible to replace and we will miss her
very much.
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